oo, V- e 3
e i ]

Assignment TV

By TERRENCE O’FLAHERTY
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One day a few weeks ago |
walked, by chance, ints the
studio of one of San Fran-
cisco’s top radio stations and
saw a “newsman” reading the
newscast from the front page
of the San Francisco Chron-
icle . . . And not long after
ward, when the San Francisco

stations used to
sign off with. a voice-only
newscast, I heard with my
own ears another “newsman”
begin a news roundup by
saying “Out in San Fran-
cisco tonight . . . "

I recall these two incidents
a8 examples. of announcers
who are masquerading as
¢ newsmen, They neither gath-
. eréd the news nor did they
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write it. The TV announcer
didn’t even have the brains to
do a good job of cheating by
nwrltlng the opening to say
“HERE in San Francisco to-
night.”” He merely ripped a
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This has a direct bearing
on the strike of the network
radio and TV news personnel. s "up ns
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THE comparatively few TV s napking '.b P:vy
newsmen who write what they Tabh'r of IM
read do not like to be con-

fused ‘with the “rip-and-read”
newscasters. They take pride
in' béing craftsmen with
words, This is admirable in
as much as it is difficult for
anyone outside the newsroom
to tell the difference and I
have a hunch the average
viewer - doesn't care.  Even
more truthfully, he probably
néver thought a newscaster|
wrote anything anyway.

This is where the newsman
is different from the news-
caster. The newsman gets the
news and writes it; the news-
caster casts it forth over the
air, But the third man in this
team is the newsman who as-
sembles and composes the
news but does not voice it. In
the complex network news-
gathering departments there
are over a hundred such men
who work with their ‘heads
and their pencils, They must
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